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less fiery than the average French commander, which
made him for a time the most serious of Napoleon's
rivals. As such he refused to attend the Consular Court
which entailed the wearing of a state uniform, mocked
at the treaty of peace with the Catholic Church, and
when the Legion of Honour -was formed he sent his dog
out decked in a mimic collar. He -was finally put on
trial for high treason, exiled, and later died in service
against his country.
By the beginning of June, Ney was across the Rhine
in the vicinity of Diisseldorf, harassing the Austrian
flanks and rear with his cavalry. His general objective
was Frankfort, and during the operations Soult, moving
on the left, was cut off from the main body. It was
Ney5s business to recall him, and riding with half a
squadron of hussars through a region patrolled by
the Austrians he made it possible for Soult to regain
contact at Hackenburg.
At one time during the ride Ney, 'with his horse
wounded by a round of case-shot, was attacked by three
mounted emigrants. cVive le Roil' shouted the first,
striking at Ney. cVive la Republique!' answered the
hussar, cutting his man from the saddle. It was a lesson
for Jourdan to anticipate the Napoleonic theory of con-
centration, and not to straggle his columns about the
country.
To soldiers of the old school, to which Moreau be-
longed, strategy was often identical with hesitation. It
was not until June zoth that he passed the Rhine, and
this delay had caused Jourdan to fall back upon the
lower crossings -with Ney, at the head of 800 cavalry,
blocking the pursuit. But Moreau's protracted move-
ment was a sign for part of the Austrians to leave Jourdan
in order to oppose the Rhine Army, which practically
cleared the southern highways for an eruption of the
Sambre-et-Meuse.
So it was that the opening of July found two parallel
blocks of the tricolour sliding into Germany, with a
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